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Vietnam. On January 10, 1970, a helicopter 
piloted by Capt. Herbert Crosby and co-piloted 
by CW3 Howes disappeared while flying in ex-
treme weather conditions. In addition to Capt. 
Crosby and CW3 Howes, crew members SFS 
Francis Graziosi and SFS Wayne Allen were 
lost in the helicopter’s disappearance. All of 
Andy’s crew mates have been previously iden-
tified, making Andy the last of the crew to re-
turn home. Marine Cpl Michael L. Bleeker, his 
great-nephew, is escorting his remains from 
Hawaii to Knox, and then to Arlington National 
Cemetery for burial. 

CW3 Howes has been awarded the fol-
lowing medals to honor his service and sac-
rifice: Air Medal with Numeral Two, National 
Defense Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with 
two Bronze Service stars, Vietnam Campaign 
Medal with ‘‘60’’ Device, Basic Aviation Badge, 
the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Unit 
Citation with Palm, and the Purple Heart. 

Andy is survived by his brother, Robert 
Lloyd Howes of Wichita, Kansas, in addition to 
many cousins, nieces and nephews, all of 
whom have kept his memory alive and faith-
fully waited for the day he would come home. 
Andy’s parents, Robert Lindell Howes and 
Bonnie Andrews Howes have passed away, 
as has his sister, Valerie Pulver Larew. 

It is my solemn duty, and humble privilege, 
to honor and remember CW3 George An-
drews Howes and a life cut tragically short. 
Andy stands as a testament to the great honor 
possessed, and sacrifices made, by our men 
and women in the armed forces, and their 
families. Those who were fortunate enough to 
know him were blessed by his presence—and 
we are all diminished by his loss. I and the 
grateful citizens of Indiana’s Second District 
are deeply grateful that Andy is back home. 
We mourn his passing and offer our solemn 
gratitude for his service. 
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HONORING MR. BARRY CICERO 
FOR HIS INSTALLATION AS JUN-
IOR VICE COMMANDER OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION FIRST DIVI-
SION OF ILLINOIS 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a man who has given so much to his 
country and his community, Mr. Barry Cicero. 
This Sunday, July 31, Mr. Cicero will be in-
stalled as Junior Vice Commander of the 
American Legion First Division of Illinois, while 
Derrick David Stinson will be installed as 
Commander and Lawrence Nohr as Senior 
Vice Commander. The First Division is one of 
three divisions of the American Legion in Illi-
nois and includes all of Cook County with a 
population of more than 5 million people. Mr. 
Cicero, and the other officers being installed, 
have demonstrated impressive dedication to 
their country and the American Legion, and 
are certainly deserving of this honor. 

Barry Cicero served in the United States 
Army and has been an active member of the 
American Legion for 19 years. His home post 
is the Robert E. Coulter, Jr. Post 1941 in La 
Grange where he has been active on many 
projects including chairing Fall Fest, the Le-
gion’s popular fundraiser for local veterans. He 

has held many leadership positions during his 
time as a member of the American Legion, in-
cluding Commander of Post 1941 and Com-
mander of the 5th District. He held that posi-
tion for two terms, a rarity in the American Le-
gion. In addition, Mr. Cicero has been very ac-
tive in giving to his church and community. 

Being installed as Junior Vice Commander 
of a Division within the American Legion is 
such a special occasion because it means he 
will be installed as the Commander of that Di-
vision within two years. Mr. Cicero’s installa-
tion is also special because he will be the first 
Legionnaire from Post 1941 to become a Divi-
sion Commander. I am happy to see all of his 
hard work and dedication bear fruit as he was 
chosen by his colleagues to be Junior Vice 
Commander. 

I am certain Barry Cicero will provide exem-
plary service as Junior Vice Commander, and 
his leadership will bring a prosperous year for 
the American Legion’s First Division and all of 
the posts within it. Please join me in honoring 
Mr. Barry Cicero and may he continue to be 
an asset to Illinois veterans and his commu-
nity. 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. JOE MORTON 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the work of Alabama State Superintendent of 
Education, Dr. Joe Morton, who has been a 
leader in education for 42 years and will offi-
cially retire on August 31, 2011. 

Dr. Morton grew up in Pleasant Grove and 
graduated from Hueytown High School. He 
then received his B.S. degree from Auburn 
University in 1969 and later his M.A. in 1973 
and Ph.D. in 1974 from The University of Ala-
bama. 

Upon graduation from Auburn, he began a 
life of dedicated service to the field of edu-
cation. He worked his way up from a school 
teacher to the superintendent of the Sumter 
County Board of Education. He is presumed to 
be the youngest person in the history of the 
state to be a local superintendent of education 
at the age of 27. 

On July 13, 2004, he was selected by Gov-
ernor Bob Riley to be the State Super-
intendent of Education. Along with a long-
standing love of education, he has always 
held to the belief that Alabama students have 
the capability to compete with top students 
from around the world. 

In order to engage students’ interest in 
reading, he created and co-founded the Ala-
bama Reading Initiative (ARI). The ARI has 
since become a national model and has 
helped the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Process in 2007 achieve the largest 
gains recorded in Grade 4 Reading. In 2010, 
AMSTI was recognized by the Center for Ex-
cellence in Education as the model of labora-
tory education in the United States. 

Other educational programs he helped cre-
ate and co-found were the Alabama Math, 
Science, and Technology Initiative (AMSTI) 
and the Alabama Connecting Classrooms, 
Educators and Students Statewide (ACCESS). 

At the request of Governor Riley, Dr. Morton 
also chaired the Seat Belt Study Commission 

after a tragic 2006 school bus accident in 
Huntsville. The Commission’s research into 
school bus safety and seatbelts is considered 
to be the most extensive in the country. 

In 2009, he also launched First Choice, a 
plan to combat high school dropout rates by 
doubling the number of graduates. First 
Choice has already helped deliver a greater 
number of well prepared high school grad-
uates. 

As a result of Dr. Joe Morton’s achieve-
ments in education, Alabama had the fourth 
largest increase in the number of students 
who graduated from high school in the nation. 
His achievements also paved the way for Ala-
bama to lead the nation in student enrollment 
gains and Advanced Placement exam scores. 

Above all, under Dr. Morton’s leadership as 
Alabama’s Superintendent of Education, the 
state has achieved its greatest overall edu-
cational rating in its history. 

On behalf of the people of Alabama—espe-
cially the thousands of school children who will 
reap a lifetime of rewards because of his lead-
ership—I wish to extend congratulations to Dr. 
Joe Morton for a job well done and for his 
many contributions to better the education and 
the futures of many Alabamians. My col-
leagues in the Alabama delegation join me in 
wishing him and his family the very best as 
they start a new chapter in their lives. 
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FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS’ COM-
MENTS ON WHAT A BI-PARTISAN 
COMPROMISE TO THE DEBT 
CEILING IMPASSE WOULD BE 
LIKE TO THEM 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, President Obama has urged the 
American people to call, email and tweet their 
members of Congress to let them know they 
want a bi-partisan compromise solution to the 
dangerous impasse over the debt ceiling that 
the Republican leadership has engineered. I 
used my Facebook page to ask my constitu-
ents and others who follow my page what a 
bi-partisan compromise would look like to 
them. 

I wanted to share with my colleagues the re-
sponses I have received so far. As you can 
see, the answers are very thoughtful. And the 
majority, not all, but clearly the majority, of re-
sponses are in favor of a balanced approach, 
one that combines new tax revenues with seri-
ous spending cuts. That’s the approach I per-
sonally favor and that President Obama and 
congressional Democrats have been trying to 
achieve. Regrettably, we have been met with 
a stone wall of opposition from the Republican 
Congress to a balanced compromise. They 
are pushing for a short-term bill that would 
make seniors, children, and the middle class 
pay the burden of our fiscal problems, and 
that would force us to have this reckless and 
damaging debate again just months from now. 

I want to thank the people who took the 
time to share their views on my page and I 
encourage all Americans to continue to make 
their views known to the Congress about this 
important issue. 

I hope my colleagues find these comments, 
from people who follow me on Facebook, in-
formative. 
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Kay: ‘‘come now, let us reason together’’ 

Praying for reasoning and that people will real-
ize what they are doing. We must live in the 
solution—we know what the problem is. I’m 
glad you’re there, GEORGE MILLER! 

Brian: I think you know what needs to be 
done. I hope your colleagues do too. 

Sue: The right won’t compromise and the 
President has already given away far too 
much. He needs to take a stand for the Amer-
ican people and sign an executive order invok-
ing the 14th Amendment. 

Felix: Well, what do we hold that they want? 
Settle on the debt in exchange for, say, na-
tional CCW reciprocity? 

KeKe: I’m concerned with the health bill as 
well as curving the expenses for colleges and 
bringing jobs into our states! 

Gayle: Bipartisan compromise would look 
like the Congress has finally restored some 
semblance of sanity to the process of govern-
ment. It would include finally taxing corpora-
tions and the rich as they should be taxed, 
and it would NOT include cutting Social Secu-
rity programs and other services to the elderly 
and most at-risk populations. Is that too much 
to ask? I think not . . . 

Gail: Very unwillingly I opt for a ‘com-
promise’ but NOT touching either social secu-
rity or Medicare.. .and, in addition, pushing for 
closing those tax loop holes for the rich. It 
amazes me how little conscience the Repub-
licans (both moderate and TPers) have with 
regard to a patriotic generosity towards those 
who have less . . . 

Pamela: First of all, social security, etc., are 
NOT entitlements. We’ve paid in to them. 
We’re not asking for a hand out, we want the 
money we put into the system. Stop them 
treating us like children looking for a handout. 
And I don’t see why the President has to be 
so PC about how we got into this! Lay it right 
at Bush’s doorstep. 

Nick: It would close the tax loopholes for 
corporations and the wealthy, it would reform 
the tax code to a graduated flat tax, would end 
the income caps on SSI, and would modify 
Medicare by extending the age of eligibility to 
67, adding small ($20) co-pays for medical 
services, and would extend the debt limit until 
2014. 

Nick: It would also close any and all tax 
benefits that U.S. Corporations receive by 
using overseas labor. 

Anne: Quite honestly I think we need to re-
verse Bushs tax cuts and get out of three 
wars as quickly as possible. 

Daniel: The President should use the 14th 
Amendment option and stop trying to exploit 
this ‘‘debate’’ for an opening to cut the social 
safety net. Anyone who votes for a bill—and 
both the Reid and Boehner plans have these 
things in them—that puts huge spending cuts 
in place during the longest unemployment cri-
sis since the Great Depression is not getting 
my money, time, or vote in 2012. Anyone who 
votes for a bill that contains provisions for a 
‘‘super congress’’ panel that could, say, force 
through massive spending cuts to SS, Medi-
care, or Medicaid too quickly for the public to 
notice is not getting my money, time, or vote 
in 2012. Any Democrat who attacks the New 
Deal or Great Society policy template in any 
way is not getting my money, time, or vote in 
2012. Ideals and principles matter. People 
who think so aren’t ‘‘sanctimonious,’’ they 
think what we say and do matters. 

Karen: Tax the rich. Close the loopholes. 
Mega-corps & financiers need to pay their fair 

share. Reinvest in the United Stated and their 
people. Or they will not reinvest their trust in 
a Congress that has forgotten ‘by the People, 
of the People, for the People. Tell them they 
are close to committing treason, against the 
true government of these United States: We 
the People. We will not be distracted or forget 
this time. We are awake & We expect Action! 

Pamela: There is no compromise at this 
time. Nor should there be. The full faith and 
credit of the US should not be held hostage to 
the budget. Simply raise the debt ceiling and 
then consider the budget as a separate issue 
. . . which it is. And THEN eliminate the Bush 
tax cuts. 

Clark: As in the past, a REAL compromise 
would be a clean debt limit bill, and then the 
parties can slog it out over the deficit reduc-
tion later. The biggest help would be putting 
most of the unemployed and underemployed 
back to work, that will whittle down the prob-
lem nicely! 

Robert: Cut enough to get the deal done 
. . . there is plenty that could be reduced in 
our bloated budget. Deal with tax overhauls 
separately, you don’t have enough time to 
broadly revamp that end of the business in a 
few days. The Pres needs to drop his politi-
cally motivated insistence that the ceiling is 
raised high enough to avoid dealing with this 
again until after the election. And would some-
one please read the 14th Amendment and set 
clear there is nothing to invoke? It is sad to 
hear ‘‘CNN sound bite’’ educated numbskulls 
calling for something they have never read 
and have no context about how it originally 
came to be, or what it was trying to address 
(Civil War era history is apparently not a deep-
ly taught subject in this country . . .). GET 
’ER DONE GEORGE! 

Ulrich: Stop the WARs! 
Nic: Social Security should be self-sus-

taining and not redistribute wealth. The aver-
age American should recieve benefits equal to 
their inflation adjusted contributions, regard-
less of income. Same with Medicare. The tax 
code should be simplified. Annual budgets 
should not run deficits. And don’t raise taxes— 
cut non-essencial services. That’s it. 

Ted: Save money and lives get out of the 
wars now!! I don’t understand the Repub-
licans, they won a huge victory in this debate, 
no new taxes, no shared responsibility. The 
Tea party Republicans, are making a mess of 
this. The President has been very reasonable 
and willing to comromise. I hope he will use 
the 14th amendment, section 4 to save our 
economy and raise the debt c. That’s my opin-
ion!! 

Maureen: The President is trying to deal 
with people who do not know or respect the 
meaning of the word ‘‘compromise.’’ For the 
moment, use the 14th Amendment option. For 
the long term, raise upper income tax rates, 
close corporate tax loopholes, decrease de-
fense budget (reduce our overseas presence 
and military ops). Social Security (insurance, 
not entitlement!) is not a part of this equation, 
but what is the big deal about simply raising 
the ceiling on the FICA-taxable compensation? 

Tyson: It’s obvious we have a revenue prob-
lem as well as a spending problem. Put out a 
message and scream it louder than the GOP. 
You have the facts to back it up. 

Toni: A bi-partisan compromise. Raise taxes 
on the wealthiest. Cut what we have to, a bit 
from everywhere, raise the debt ceiling as 
there is no alternative apparently. How about 

for a year rather than six months or two 
years? In other words, give for the greater 
good. 

Rick: It’s time for the Democrats to show 
some courage in this . . . time for a com-
promise and to ignore the fundamentalist pu-
rity of the freshman Republicans. 

Lori: I’m tired of the rhetoric. The solution is: 
A one page bill that will increase the debt limit. 
Then . . . a bi-partisan committee to review 
where Government waste is. I’m sick of the 
lobbying of the special interests that pay into 
the superpacs for their agendas. The people 
understand this and are tired of being con-
descended to. No elected representative . . . 
should be enticed with money and perks for 
their own purposes. GEORGE . . . I have 
LOTS of ideas . . . and you have probably re-
ceived them all. Sorry you’re not my Con-
gressman anymore. 

Dave: The president has already given 
away TOO MUCH, in the name of bi-partisan-
ship! Any and all giveaways end up as bigger 
tax breaks for Republicans’ Corporate friends 
anyway. Enough with ‘‘compromising!’’ Invoke 
the 14th and be done with it! 

James: A bipartisan compromise on the 
debt ceiling would be a simple increase in it 
WITHOUT ANY STRINGS ATTACHED, just 
like the nearly trillion dollar bailout of the finan-
cial system in October of 2008! 

Tom: Simplifying the tax code by eliminating 
some tax breaks might be good for the coun-
try. That might be part of a bill that both par-
ties could accept. You’re not really raising 
taxes that way, in some sense. Another prob-
lem is that large corporations that own a lot of 
land that they can sit on for a century are get-
ting a free ride on some property taxes, due 
to assessed values lagging behind inflation, 
which is unsustainable in the long run. Cutting 
foreign aid when it isn’t really in American in-
terests might help reduce spending a little. We 
really don’t get much appreciation from for-
eigners for all the help we give them, instead 
they seem to resent us. Probably we should 
disentangle ourselves from involvement in for-
eign affairs to some extent. 

Keynes should be read in the original, it’s 
perfectly clear from his books that government 
needs to be lender of last resort in an eco-
nomic crisis, which he proved in the 1930s. 
There is some value in the Austrian school of 
economics, but their doctrines can lead to dis-
aster, as proved by the Hoover policies that 
led to the Great Depression in the 1930s. 
Keynes showed the way out of that mess. 
Government spending on American infrastruc-
ture is absolutely necessary to get us out of 
the current crisis, even if we have to borrow 
money to do it. 

Carol: A clean Debt Ceiling increase. A one 
pager. 

Cathy: Compromise is what statesmen and 
stateswomen do! We must move forward with 
balanced cuts and revenue building that does 
not stop job growth or hurt the poor, elderly, 
our youth or our vets . . . it must be modest 
over decades—this is what makes sense. 
Close the IRS loopholes, cut waste, reform 
entitlements so they are healthy—these things 
can not be done overnight—there is no silver 
bullet—we must be adults and rebuild our 
economy intelligently and calmly. 

Bonnie: I trust that you will represent us well 
on this issue! I’m so worried for those in our 
country who have the weakest voice. 
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Mike: Clean debt ceiling bill. Negotiate the 

rest in appropriations with an eye toward bal-
ancing cuts and revenue increases. No raising 
eligibility requirements. No benefit reductions. 
Means testing, possibly. Perhaps raise SS cap 
beyond $106,000 . . . . 

Jean: Perhaps it would simply raise the debt 
ceiling, as has been done so many times in 
the past, without including the other crap that 
the Tea Party idiots are so against. Then work 
on THAT compromise, which will cut spending 
AND raise taxes . . . especially on the rich to 
add to their fair share. Or is that too easy? 

Deborah: after the reports of multi billion 
dollar profits from big oil this week it is time to 
share with the government across the board 
. . . The timing of these earnings is not ex-
actly ideal for the Republicans in Congress. 

Debbie: What is the big deal on the debt 
ceiling, really? Why can’t it be taken care of 
as it has been in the past? Yes, I know we are 
swimming in debt and yes, I know it has to be 
reined in, but please, please, please not on 
the backs of our elderly citizens. Does no one 
in the Tea Party have a mother or father who 
have social security and medicare as their 
only source of income and health care? I find 
the Tea Party’s newly elected House members 
to be arrogant, self-serving and short-sighted. 
Also, is every wealthy American a job pro-
ducer? The Republican party seems to think 
so, because to hear them tell it, raising taxes 
on the wealthy will limit job growth; there are 
so many loopholes for the wealthy, that they 
pay only a fraction of their assessed taxes as 
it is. Washington is broken and seems beyond 
fixing, short of ditching everybody up there 
and starting over again, and I know that’s not 
a fix either. 

Jane: There are not enough taxes that could 
possibly be collected to pay off our debt! Just 
stop the spending! Obama is running this 
country into the ground! Wake up people un-
less you like the idea of losing everything. Not 
hard to figure out. 

Stacey: A bipartisan balanced budget would: 
(1) pass a clean increase to the debt ceiling 
(NO riders or deals attached). (2) Increase in 
revenues by increasing the tax brackets to 
pre-Reagan levels. OR by making a 9% flat 
tax for all Americans, no deductions. (3) Re-
duce spending by scaling back on foreign 
wars. (4) Reducing Washington waste, Sen-
ators and Representatives pay own way after 
leaving office like ordinary citizens (they’ll col-
lect SS and Medicare too. (5) Keep Social Se-
curity and Medicare intact, stop Gov’t from 
borrowing from these programs. The Gov’t 
MUST REPAY, all monies borrowed from SS 
since Reagan’s tenure. (6) Stop subsidizing 
Big Oil or other conglomerates. (7) Follow 
California’s lead and Congress and Senate 
does not get paid unless a balanced budget is 
passed into law by June 30th. Otherwise they 
work for free until the job is done. No back 
pay if budget passed after June 30th. 

f 

175TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BOROUGH OF HOLLIDAYSBURG 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to rise today to recognize the Borough of 

Hollidaysburg upon the 175th anniversary of 
its founding. I, along with close to 6,000 of my 
constituents am proud to call Hollidaysburg 
home and I am pleased to have the oppor-
tunity to call attention to the borough and its 
history in the House today. 

Hollidaysburg, like so many other boroughs 
in Pennsylvania, has a rich history that 
stretches back before the founding of our na-
tion to the French and Indian War. 
Hollidaysburg was first settled in the early 
1700’s by brothers Adam and William Holliday 
after their purchase of 1,000 acres of land 
along the Juniata River from the decendents 
of William Penn. 

As with many small settlements of the time, 
the community forged from the wilderness by 
the Holliday family remained small throughout 
the Revolutionary War and the first few years 
of America’s founding. However, as America 
began to expand and look west, the popu-
lation began to grow as important transpor-
tation projects like the Huntingdon, Cambria, 
and Indiana Turnpike were completed. 

In 1832, Hollidaysburg underwent a second 
population boom when the Pennsylvania Main 
Line Canal opened, giving merchants in the 
area a way to move their products to Philadel-
phia and other eastern markets. Two years 
later, the Allegheny Portage Railroad solidified 
Hollidaysburg as a center for trade by linking 
the canal to a railroad connecting Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia. Later, at the dawn of the 
Twentieth Century, the Pennsylvania Railroad 
established a large switching yard at 
Hollidaysburg; further solidifying the borough’s 
important role as a link in America’s growing 
railroad infrastructure. 

This rapid development in transportation 
around Hollidaysburg enabled the borough to 
officially charter itself in 1836. Within a few 
years, the population surged again, to a 
record number of 2,000 inhabitants by 1840. 
The borough’s growth in such a short time en-
abled it to become the seat of Blair County 
and remains a center of commerce and local 
government to this day. I might add to that list, 
innovation since Hollidaysburg is the home of 
the renowned and ageless toy, the Slinky. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the borough of 
Hollidaysburg for 175 years of history, growth 
and success. Hollidaysburg continues to boast 
a vibrant community in a beautiful area of 
Pennsylvania and I invite the American people 
to help celebrate its anniversary by visiting the 
borough to experience all it has to offer first 
hand. 

f 

MOROCCO: ANSWERING THE CALL 
FOR REFORM AND PROTECTION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 29, 2011 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to speak to my colleagues today about 
the relationship between the United States 
and Morocco. Today, with chaos and conflict 
spreading in North Africa and the Middle East, 
it is important that the United States recognize 
and encourage those countries that share our 
democratic values and support reforms so 
badly needed in the region. There is no better 
friend and ally for America in North Africa than 
the Kingdom of Morocco. 

You may ask, ‘‘How has the country fared 
during the recent crises in the region?’’ Mo-
rocco has largely avoided the tensions, con-
frontations, and violence common to other 
countries. There have been few disturbances 
in the country; and demonstrations for better 
governance, more transparency, and jobs 
have been largely peaceful and constructive. 

Ties between the Moroccan people and the 
King are quite strong and it is this bond that 
supports the partnership that the King has 
called for in the process to reform the constitu-
tion through a consultative process and na-
tional referendum—steps unheard of in other 
parts of the Arab Middle East and North Afri-
ca. 

Recently, the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Cooperation, Taieb Fassi Fihri, visited the 
United States to talk about the reform process 
in Morocco, and to consult with United States 
government officials about how to bring great-
er stability, security, development, and democ-
racy to the region. He met with senior officials 
in the White House and State Department. On 
March 23, Secretary of State Hilary Clinton 
met with the Foreign Minister to discuss con-
crete steps to renew and strengthen the stra-
tegic relationship between the United States 
and Morocco. She called it a ‘‘very special re-
lationship,’’ and praised the King for his con-
tinuing actions to promote reform and enhance 
economic, political, and social development in 
Morocco and the broader region. 

As Secretary Clinton remarked, ‘‘We also 
look forward with great optimism to further 
deepening our strong and strategic partnership 
in working with Morocco on so many issues.’’ 
Among the areas discussed with the Foreign 
Minister were cooperation on resolving the 
Western Sahara conflict and promoting 
Human Rights. 

With regard to the Western Sahara, the 
Secretary reiterated that the Obama Adminis-
tration policy is consistent with that of the two 
previous administrations; and that the Moroc-
can autonomy proposal for resolving the con-
flict was ‘‘serious, realistic, and credible.’’ The 
Foreign Minister provided the U.S. government 
with an update on recent progress in pro-
moting Human Rights and was advised by the 
State Department that the new reforms were 
largely satisfactory and met U.S. government 
concerns. 

Among the key changes already launched 
by Morocco in December 2010 are new and 
independent institutions and collateral mecha-
nisms to promote human rights in all areas of 
Morocco, including the Sahara, protecting 
whistle blowers, providing authority to bring 
charges against human rights violators, and 
setting up new channels for reporting human 
rights abuses. Additionally, a stronger level of 
human rights protections are included in the 
constitutional reforms proposed by the King in 
his speech of March 9, 2011. 

From an international reporting perspective, 
the new process adopted by Morocco will link 
the new Moroccan Human Rights institutions 
with the various Special Rapporteurs of the 
UN Human Rights Commission. 

Unfortunately, others who either lack this in-
formation or chose to ignore it are supporting 
a monitoring proposal that ignores the core 
issues of the Western Sahara conflict: sup-
porting and respecting the rights of the refu-
gees held in the camps in Tindouf, Algeria. 
The proposal does nothing to address much 
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